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Le Play described the family that was typical of Scandinavia be-
tween 1830 and 1880 as a «complex but prosperous» one. It consisted
of six or seven members who were engaged in free wage labor or worked
as farm tenants. Among these people the «stem familyn was promi-
nent. In this system, the family’s place on the land or in a vested oc-
cupation is passed on without fail from generation to generation, but
extra sons or daughters may migrate to cities for work, coming back
from time to time!

In rural * Scandinavia, the family has functioned as an economic
unit 3. Practically everywhere the sexes within this unit and outside
of it were considered as equal *.

In Denmark the woman, on becoming engaged. ceased to be a
wage-earner and began to study household economy. Some women
even went to friends’ homes for certain period in order to practice
household management ®.

In all Scandinavian countries, premarital intercource has long
been a common practice. In 1916, for instance, 34 per cent of all brides

(*) Part of a major project dealing with comparative family sociology. See, for
instance, papers on Greek family, Sociology and Social Research, Vol. 40, No 1,
and Deltan, Winter 1956. '
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were pregnant 1. The illegitimacy rate has accordingly been very high.
This was partly due to the long engagements that have been very
common in Scandinavia 3.

Courtship customs were liberal even in old Scandinavia. In Sweden,
for example, frieri or «night courting» was practiced in almost every
agrarian community. This custom permitted great physical intimacies.
A girl, sleeping in a separate «girl house», was visited by a group of
boys, who left one of their number to sleep with her. Of course, this
type of courtship frequently led to physical experimentation, but
complete freedom was unknown. The community had regulated enight
-courting» rather strictly. Complete undressing, for instance (the skin
-apron should never be removed), or intercourse were often punished
severely. Punishment was also provided for boys who went courting
alone, or who came from another community. Likewise, a girl who
had «slept herself away», often could not be suitably married. This
custom, however, was rather «safen, since pregnancy usually resulted
in marriage. Sometimes, in the course of frieri, a boy and a girl se-
lected each other, thus entering the stage of fria visst («courting
certainy, «going steadyn). Their new relationship was accompanied
by an exchange of presents, particulary spoons. Parents usually avoid-
ed influencing the selection of courting mates. In fact, they even
facilitated frieri by providing separate sleeping quarters for their
daughters. This custom, some authors assert, was invented by the wise
old men of the agrarian community for utesting fertility». Anyway,
«night courting» gradually broke down when industrialization and mobi-
lity began, since migrant laborers did not have the same respect for
the girls as the local men did 2.

At present, the emancipation of women in Scandinavia is more
-extensive. In Denmark, for instance, the girl is free to be courted, not
at home, but in clubs, restaurants, parks and other places outside of

(1) Folsom, op. cit., p. 207 ; Per Ramholt, «Nuptiality, Fertility and Repro-
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«Premarital Pregnancies in Scandinavia and Finland», American Journal of So-
-ciology, 57 : 364, January, 1952 ; Harvey J. Locke and Georg Karlsson, «Marita)
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1928), p. 321.
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the home!. In Sweden, mothers are enjoying considerable legal, hy-
gienic and economic protection ®. A Swedish law of 1939 forbids the
dismissal of a woman employee because of engagement, marriage,
pregnancy, or childbearing 3. A single standard of sex behavior is ac-
cepted 4. and, in general, due to Teutonic influences, the sexes are
considered as equal 5.

The divorce rate is high® The grounds for divorce are bigamy,
adultery, exposing the partner to venereal disease, sentence to long
imprisonment, conviction for alcoholism, three years of insanity and
others 7. Divorce by «mutual consent» was introduced between 1918
and 19228, In general, the theory of divorce is more liberal in Scandi-
navia than it is in America. Marriage and divorce are much freer from
religious control than elsewhere ®. The actual divorce rate, however,
is still less than half the American rate °.

As the birth rate is going down, the proportion of small families
is constantly increasing!!. Late marriages are very common 12 En-
gagements are very long. Consequently, premarital sex relations and
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illegitimacy are extensive, especially in Sweden !. Abortion lawa are
very liberal. In Sweden, abortion on humanitarian, eugenic and me-
dical grounds was legalized in 19392 Adultery has ceased to be a
criminal offense 3.

At present, the secularization of Sweden is 8o extensive that, three
years ago, when the Lutheran bishops opposed promiscuity, news-
papers and citizens criticized them severely. Recently, a Swedish boy
wrote to a Stockholm paper : «I have no real morals. And I would
never marry a girl because I have made her pregnant. Why should I
give up my liberty for the sake of a child ?» A psychiatrist reported :
«Young people sleep together everywhere. We don’t frown and tell
them that it is sinful ... If a girl finds she’s going to have a baby, we
don’t ostracize her». Mrs. Elise Ottesen-Jensen, who superitends sex
education in shools, says : «I tell the girls it is all right to sleep with
a boy». It is no wonder, therefore, that in the beginning of 1955, there
were 27.000 unmarried mothers in Sweden, the illegitimacy rate being
10 per cent é.

These changes in the family of Scandinavia have been brought
about by the following factors : 1) industrialization 8, 2) economic
progress 8, 3) progressive political’ programs’, 4) compulsory edu-
cation®, 5) influence of progressive literature®, 6) feminism 19, 7)
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political emancipation of women-in Finland they gained the right
to vote in 1906, and in Norway in 19131, 8) occupational emanci-
pation of women$ and 9) unrestricted circulation of contraceptives
in Sweden, since 19383.

(1) Tbid., p. 234.
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