Peace in the world and in the homes

by Michiko
Matsuura®

This theme seems to be decided in mind that women's influence was indespensable for peace-keep-
ing. :

Historically speaking, all the wars including the 2 big world wars were decided by men. |t was the men
who participated the wars, while women sent their husbands or sons in great lament.

On the decision of the wars, men’s opinions have been dominating in this way. Besides, in the home
as well as in the field of politics, women's opinions have not been influential.

For example, there was a famous episode: just before the break-out of World War L, Janet Rankin who
was only one woman parliament member among 600 congressmen from Montana, USA, opposed against
the war, crying “I say, ‘no’” in tears.

Thus, we can't help preventing wars all alone without any solidarity.

| presume’that peace in the homes and in the world with an idea of equality of right and enhance-
ment of dighity of human life would lead us to the world peace.

* Michiko Matsuura, President, Leagne of Women Voters of Japan, translated by Mizue Matsuura.



