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1. Introduction

Regional integration has been 
one o f the cornerstones o f Euro
pean po licy , enshrined  into the 
treaty o f R om e and aiming at cre
ating a prosperous, dynamic and 
coherent Union.

In te g ra t io n  has tw o phases. 
The first is to pull together the re
gions getting them closer to each 
o ther and the second is to keep 
them  toge th er through sustain
able development.

Th e key fo r  the first phase is 
building the networks which facil
itate com m unications, diminish 
the tim e o f  travel betw een  them 
and distribute and share energy 
resources.

The second phase is economic 
development.

2. The transport infrastructures

Transport is one o f  the main 
driving forces o f econom ic activi
ty and cohesion, and thus a key el
em ent in the L isbon  strategy for 
growth and jobs. W ithout efficient 
transport networks there can be 
no co m p e tit iv en ess . Transport 
networks are vital for encouraging 
establishm ent o f  companies and 
developm ent o f centres o f excel
lence and tourism. They are also a 
central factor in European territo
rial cohesion, constituting an es
sential link fo r  communities and 
being a precondition for quality of 
l i fe  and e m p lo y m e n t in urban 
neighbourhoods and in rural ar
eas, as well as in sparsely populat
ed mountain or other remote re
gions. Transport systems are at the
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crossroads o f «sustainable deve lopm en t» in eco 
nomic, social and environmental terms. They must 
be part o f a global approach that takes into account 
the real impact o f investment directed at creating 
and sustaining local activities and jobs, a balanced 
and p o lycen tr ic  d eve lop m en t o f  the E u ropean  
area, and the reduction o f damage to the natural 
and human environment.

In this direction, the European U nion has since 
the nineties deve loped  the notion o f trans-Euro
pean motorwasy.

They cover the whole o f Eastern Europe, as the 
West has com pleted to a large extend a dense net
work o f motorways since the seventies.

In South-eastern  E u rope the netw ork  is d e 
signed not only to im prove inter-regional contact 
but also to facilitate the trade between the Black 
Sea, the A driatic  and the Mediterranean and to o f
fer access to Central Europe.

In this presentation 1 intend to cover aspects o f 
the G reek m otorway developm ent which links d if
ferent regions, some o f them georaghically isolated 
and the effects observed in the local society and e- 
conomy. W e w ill then talk about the international 
connections and the expected effects to the region 
and finally re fer b rie fly  to other networks which 
contribute also to the prosperity  o f South-East 
Europe.

3. Greek regional transport policy

In G reece since the accession o f the country to 
the then E E C , a large amount o f funds becom e 
available in order to im prove the road infrastruc
ture. In  the m id-n ineties the Egnatia m otorw ay 
project was initiated.

A  road  670 km long, link ing the port o f lgo- 
umeenitsa with the Turkish border. Secitons o f the 
road are a lready in use, the tota l is scheduled to 
open by the end o f 2008, the end o f the 4th p ro 
grammatic period. The construction o f the m otor
way is funded by the G reek  state, 50%, through a 
loan from  the E IB , and the rest comes from  E U  
community funds.

C urren tly , fu rth er six m ajor m otorw ays are 
scheduled to be built as concessions. A l l  o f them 
are now in the bidding or contract signing stage.
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These motorways are named ’developm ent roads’ to underline the significance at
tached to them as a lever for economic development and a tool fo r  integration between the 

regions.
The cost o f construction o f Egnatia motorway amounts to 5.9 billion Euro and together 

with the links to the neighbouring countries this amount comes to about 6.9 billion Euro.
The cost o f the motorways to be built through concessions amounts to 7.5 billion Euro.

4. The effect o f  Egnatia motorway to Western Greece

Traffic data in the region o f Western M acedonia before and after the opening o f the sec
tion bypassing the mountains had shown a reduction o f travelling time between the region
al capital from two to one hour only.

A s a result there was a large increase in traffic volume, by about 75% .The effect on the 
tourist flow  was exceptionally high recording 100% occupation in hotel rooms in Western 
Macedonia for most o f the weekends throughout the year. M ost significantly though the 
construction o f this section changed the employment pattern in the region as the area be
came a commuter belt for the city o f Thessaloniki.

Regarding the effects on travel, the Epirus region has been draw closer to Thessaloniki 
and it is not unusual now for travellers going abroad to use the Thessaloniki airport instead 
o f the Athens one which resulted in a reduction in travel time o f about two hours.

5. The international conneections

In the last three years the international connections between G reece and the neigh
bouring countries have received special attention. N ew  motorways and high speed closed 
roads linking Egnatia motorway with the borders are under construction. The majority of 
them are part o f the trans-European network.

The aim is to complete the majority o f them by the and og 2008.
Four motorway connections are envisaged. Starting from  the West a link to Albania and 

Tirana is under construction which forms part o f the trans-European M otorw ay V II I .  Two 
connections are built to F Y R O M , trans-European M otorw ay X , which lead also to Serbia 
and Central Europe. There are two more connections to Bulgaria, one linking Thessaloni
ki to Sofia and from there to Lorn, to Romania and Hungray, trans-European M otorway IV. 
Finally there is the road along the Evros river joining the Sofia-Istanbul motorway. And of 
course the start o f the motorway in lgoumenitsa port through which one using ferries can 
reach Italy and finally the end o f the Egnatia motorway in kipi at the border o f Turkey.

O f course these motorways should link up in our neighbouring countries to roads of 
similar standard o f design and construction, facilitating fast and efficent connections be
tween them and Greece. «Egnatia Odos S .A .» with its ten years experience o f road con
struction management will be more than w illing to help our negihbours, in collaboration 
with their local authorities, to harmonize the construction o f such large infrastructures.

We should not also forget local road links which provide fast and efficient connections 
and allow easy flow  o f goods and products.

We should also underline that South Eastern European countries are also part o f the 
Black Sea region.

In the last meeting o f the Foreign Ministers o f the Black Sea countries it has been a- 
greed to develop a ring road around the Black Sea facilitating trade and bringing the peo

ple o f the region closer together.
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«E gn a tia  O dos S A »  is 

proposed to lead the tech
n ica l s e c re ta r ia t  fo r  the 

Black Sea ring.

6. Conclusions

For the re g io n a l in te 

g ra t io n  th rou gh  in fr a 

structure developm ent the 
target is to bring people to 
gether, to obtain quick ac

cess to  lo ca l m arkets fo r  
goods, products and servic

es, to increase the flow  o f 
tourists between the coun
tries, to p rov ide im proved 

and e f f ic ie n t  tra n sp o rt 
services to a m arket o f 80 
million people.

T o  a ch ie v e  a ll th ese 
com m on  ru les shou ld  be 

estab lished  and q u lity  o f  

infrastructures should b e 
come a must.

R eg ion a l developm ent 
in South-East E u rope re 

quires integration not only 

o f infrastructures but also 
design com m on rules and 
regulations.

Finally we must realize 
that we live and operate in 
an open world and a global 

m arket, w here  the syner
gies and collaboration o f a 
la rg e  in te g ra te d  r e g io n  
strengthen  a ll those w ho 

liv e  and o p e ra te  in it. In  
g lo b a l term s S ou th -east 
E u ro p e  is ju st a sm a ll, 

n e ig h b o u rh o o d . T h a t is 

w hat w e shou ld  s tr ive  to 
make it a frinendly and dy

namic one.
Thank you.
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G reec regional policy 

Infrastructure D evelopm ent

• T H E  N A T IO N A L  R O A D  N E T W O R K

• EFFECTS O N  T H E  L O C A L  S O C IE T Y  A N D  E C O N O M Y

• T H E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  C O N N E C T IO N S

• E X P E C T E D  EFFE CTS

• O T H E R  N E T W O R K S
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T h e  G reec expenditure

E G N A T IA  O D O S ..................................................... 5.9 B illion Euro

links to the neighborouring countries..................... 1.0 B illion Euro

C O N S E S S IO N  PR O JE TC S

Six projects.Total cost................................................ 7.5 B illion Euro
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Th e targets

Getting to know each other

Obtain quick access to local markets for goods and products 

Increase the number o f tourists 

Provide services to a market o f 80 million people 

Improve efficiency

N. ΚΡΗΤΗ · Βόρειος Οδικός Άξονας Κρήτης

ΧΩ.Δ.Ε. Δρόμοι ΑνάπτυξηςΥ.ΠΕ
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