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Between debaters

or

The Nice Agreement:
Profits and Losses

By Prof. Const. GE.
ATHANASSOPOULOS

The Monday, 11th of December of
000 a.d. recorded by the books of
{istory as a signification date for the
=uropean data, as a starting point of a
ape, as a landmark of developments.
t also as a «cemetary» of the «other»
mbitions of the small countries of
European Union...

The fact that the President of
zuropean Committee Mr. Prondi and
he eight Political Groups of European
2arliament expressed their
lisappointment for the final text - the
Parliament as well «threats» not to
certificate the new Agreement - reveals
1deep worry, especially from the
seople that they have the full aspect of
the matter...

The main «accusations» against the
text of Nice refers to the point that the
leaders of the fifteen State-Members of
European Union, motivated generally
by the particulars national «interests»
and not by the specific European
«interest» (except perhaps the subject
of the «preperation» of future
expansion). This interest includes the
«prospect» of a political union and the

Totg Evieucopévolg

n

H ev Nikaia ZuvBnkn:
KE€PON KAl ZNHi€g

Tou Kabnyntou Kwvor. lTE.
AGANAZOMNOYAQY

H Agvtepa e 11ng Aexeufoiov
TOU 6WTNELOV £T0Vg 2000 p. X. xateYQa-
@1 otig OeATovg T)¢ loToplag wg NueQo-
LNVLOL ONUOVTLXT] YLOL TO EVQOITTAUXAL Te-
HTULVOUEVA, OC OLPETNOLO EMTTLOWY, 1G
0Q00NUO EEEMEEMV, G «XOLUNTNQLOV»
TOV «AAA®OV» QLLOSOELDV TV UXQMV
Xwowv g Evpnmaixng "Evoong...

To yeyovoc, ot o 1dLog o TTpoedpog
™ms Emrgonng me Evownaixng 'Evo-
ong %. Pop. ITTIPONTTI »aw ot oxtm TToht-
tneg Opadeg tov Evpmmaixov Kowvo-
BovAiov, eEEpoaoay TV OVOAQETKELN
TOVG YO TO TEALXO AELWEVO - TO OEVTEQO
LAALOTA «OTTELAEL» VO, 1T EMHVQWOEL
NV VEQ ZuvONxun - «Teodldew ulo o
Beiot AVNOUYLOL KO LOMOTA TWV ETOLO-
VIOV...

OLHUQLOTEQES «OLTIALOELS» HAUTO TOV
®eluEVoV g Niralag eotiafovral emi
1OV onpelov, OtLoL Hyéteg tov déxa mte-
vie Xwonv Melov e Evpwmaixnig
"Evwong €0goav vepdve OV Td el
LEQOVG EOVILXA «OUUPEQOVTU» RO O)L
TO ELOLRMTEQO «TUUPEQOV» TG [OEag
¢ 'Evoong, (TAnV «11N¢g TQoeTOLULA-
OLOG» YLO. TNV EALOVTLRT] OLEVQUVOT
T1C), TO OTTOLO «OUUPEQOV» TTEQLLUUPA-
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«decrease»
defensive.

We should examine the main points
of the Agreement, especially them that
a part of the people believes that is a
succeed for the Union and some others
renounced them as possible «sources»
of new worries in the future and a
product of «functional conciliation».
We must examine them carefully
because of the necessity of Agreements
certifications by its Parliaments of the
State-Members in eighteen months.

The new Agreement «held» the
compensation of the Member votes and
a new system of taking decision:

of the democrative

VEL TNV «TTQOOTTTLXY]» TNG TTOMLTLXY €V,
ONG ROL TNV «HELWCT» TOU ONUOXQAT
®OU EMAELLOTOC.

AAAQ TTOLOL ELVOLL TOL KEVTQLROL OTel
G VEAG ZUVONRNG, 1] OTTOLOL XOTA TOw
HEV ELVOL O,TL XOAALTEQOV TV O
EQPLUTO AL KOTA TOVS OE TNYNG VEOVE
VIOUYLOV ROl TTQOLOV «AELTOVQYIAY
oVUPPAoHOV» %ot 1) omtolo Ba e
vo emxvembel ano ta Koot Méne
VIOG OERA ORTO) UIVDV;

H véa ZuvOnxn mooPfrémel ava
otabuon Tov Ynewv tov Mehov, o
AOLHOL EVOL VEO OVOTIUOL AYNS 0LT000-
OEWV:

Xmoa Yot Yngol IT\Ovopog Avruotouyia :

OT|LEQQ BaoEL VEOS O€ EXOTOL. nAnBuopol

SuvOnung avayngo

(o€ exatop)

Country Today Votes Population Population |

votes in new (in millions) correspondence]

Agreement invote |

(in millions) |

France 10 29 58,97 203
Germany 10 29 82,04 2,83

United Kingdom 10 29 59,25 2,044_1

[taly 10 29 57,61 1,99 4;"‘

Spain 8 27 39,39 146 |

Netherlands 5 13 15,76 126

Belgium 5 12 10,21 08 1

Hellas 5 12 10,53 0,88 |-

’ ‘4"1

Portugal 5 12 9,98 0,834_.--‘

Austri

: us drla j ] 10 .08 O,L )

weden 10 8.85 089 |

Denmark | 3 7 531 076/‘,.

- - ) A
Irland -} 3 7 A 053

Finland ] 3 7 5,16 o |

Luxembio o o ‘ 2 4 0.43 \_0‘114

o M




P\EI'I AN.TON.AYT.NEP.AN./R.DEC.ADM. LOC. DEV.REG./R.DEC.LOC. GOV.REG. DEV.

In cases that the council have to
wpprove a proposal that comes from the
“ommittee now. for the approval are
-lemanded 258 votes of 342 and a simple
najority of the States-Members.

In all other cases. for a decision are
lemanded 258 votes and the majority of
‘'wo thirds of State-Members. Finally,
he minority that can cancel the
."roposals 1s held at 89 votes.

In addition, every State-Member
as the power to call a «double
12jority» for any subject in order to be
ertified that the approval votes
:presents a majority of at least the 62 %
f the European citizens.

. Inparallel. the right of veto in 29
f olitical sections such as the
spointment of highest official’s, the
<terior border checks et.c. is abolished.
_utitis also preserved in cases of
“ational interests as social security,
xes, immigration, cultural matters
.C.
__ After this we have to consider the
dint that the Agreement gave to the
~ ommittee the possibility to reduce its
—embers. For example the grater
_—~untries of the Union may see their
__>mmissars reduce from two to one.
ccording to this spirit the
/presentatives of its country of the
~1ropean Parliament are going to be
~—duce as well (Hellas is going to have
_—~Representatives in the future instead
/25 at the present time).

We can not have a simple answer to
s possible question what Hellas lost or
~"ined after the end of the Conference
— Nice. Any spokesmen is able to say
_1tin some parts of the Agreement
__llas is now 1n a rather disabled place.

‘ile in other parts succeed to insure
[

e MEQUITMOELS XATA TLS OTOLES TO
Zupfovhio eyxQivel TEOTAG), TQOEQYO-
HEvN oo v Emrgon, yio mv £yxowon
amoutovvrol 258 Yngot £x 342 xaw o)
mieoynela tov Koatov Mehov.

g OhEC TLC OMAEC TTEQLITTMOELS ALTTOL-
TOUVTOL YL TNV MY Plag amogpaons 258
Yn@oL, ahhd xot mhetoPneia Tmv do
oLtV TWV Xwemv Mehmv, evo 1 ava-
OTEAAOUCO. HELOYN (L ONUEQT 0QLEETAL
oe 89 ynjgpoug.

EE alhov, naBe Kodatog Méhog €xel
v duvatotta va Betel BEpa «dLhng
TAELOYNPLAG» , TTQOKELUEVOU VAL OLEVXQL-
vio0el v 1) TAELOYNPLO TOV YPNPWV a-
VILTQOOWIEVEL TOUAAYLOTOV TO 62 % TV
Evoonaiwv [Tohtmv,

Ex magaliniov, noatagyeital To di-
®olwpo aoxnong veto o 29 Topeig ol
NG (SLOQLOUOS AV TATWV OELMUATOV-
YOV, EEMTEQLXOL CUVOQLAXOL ELEYYOL
*.0L.), OLALTNQOVUEVO, €V TOUTOLG, ETL OEL-
0aC INTNUATWV EOVIXOU CUUPEQOVTOG
(ROLYWVLRNG AOPAILONG, POQOAOYLOG,
UETAVAOTEVONG, TTOMTLOUOV K.AL.).

Anopn. toofrEmetal pelman tov a-
o0pov Twv Enttponwv («xavouv» ot
Meyaheg Xmoeg amo to £1og 2005 p.X.
TOV VO EX TOV ONUEQIVOV dVO), TEOAE-
TETUL LELWOT] TOV atOpov Twv Evow-
Bovievtov %.a. (N EMada Ba gxeL Théov
22 avti 25).

[N 600ovg Ba eBVPOVOOV pio GO
amavtnon oty egmon: 1 EMada xeo-
dLleL 1} yaveL, Evag Oewvos Ptmoe Oa ele-
ve: 1) EAAGGC €V HEQEL EVIXIOE HUL EV PEQEL
Nt o1)... Kat peto&d towv nepdnv mg
«VIANC» OUPOC TIQETEL VU UVUYVmQLODEL
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the states special interest. We also
should not ignore the successful effort
of the Greek Government to preserve
the right of veto in crucial subjects such
as navigation and finance of the
candidate and connected countries
(Balkans, Turkey).

The hypothetical question about the
development in European Union after
the exercise of this new Agreement and
about their influence in Greek reality
can be answered Aristotle. He can also
advise us the subsequent steps: «The
transforms and the development in the
life are in grate number and of any
form» (Morals Nikomacheia). also

«The whole life of human is a theatrical

scene and as a game. We have tolearn to
play away the thoughts or we have to
bare the pane...».

4

1 EMAvon) «emrvyto» e dLatonons
1OV Veto entl Bepatmwy XNUATodOTNoNS
VITOYPNPLOV KoL OUVOEDEUEVOIV XNQOV
(Baixavia., Tovgxria).

e OyY£01 e VTOOETING EQWTNUATA
TEQL TOV «PUEMAOVTOC» TOU TTQAYUATOS.
Vo EAAMVIX) OTTTLRT). RO TTEQL TWV O
VOYROLOV RIVIIOEWV, OL OxOAOVOWE a-
vagpegopevee agyatec EAAnvinec. fe-
Batmg. emonuavoets, vopltw, ot di-
dovv v axavior. wg dtahapfavor-
OEC TO MEQULTEQW EAAN VLA PrpaTa:
[Toihat yap petafolat yivovron xat a-
VTOLOL TUY AL OTd TOV Blov (AQLOTOTE-
g, HOuwa Nuxopdyeia), xal: Zxnvi)
YOO Tac 0 PLOg ®at TALYVIOV- 1] pabe
TOLCELV TNV OTTOVONV HETABELS 1) pEQe

/‘LMC\



