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ABSTRACT    
 

 As the years go by, the Council Presidency proved to be very important to the 

function of the european system. At the same time, the rotation system in equal basis 

gave the chance to all member-states to defend better their political position and test 

their administrative abilities in supranational level. However, the rotation system in 

equal basis, considering the enlargement and the orders of the new Treaty, cannot 

continue to be functional in the future and it seems that the most possible solution will 

be the «collective Presidency». 

 Until today, Greece took over the Presidency four times. The first and the 

second Greek Presidency (1983, 1988) proved to be a difficult task for the greek 

political and administrative mechanism, without having important results. On the 

other hand, the third and the fourth Presidency (1994, 2003) were very successful, 

something that the rest european partners and deputies from the other institutions, 

specially from the European Parliament, admitted. Besides, the period, that covers the 

last two Greek Presidencies, finds Greece to face european matters with greater 

devotion to the European vision. 

Fourth Greek Presidency coincided with two historical events in the history of 

the European Union. These were the biggest enlargement of the EU and the delivery 

of the draft of the «Constitutional Treaty» by Giscar d’ Estaing. Also, Greek 

Presidency had to face a huge crisis at international level caused by the war in Iraq. 

Greek Presidency faced all these events with responsibility and maturity and also 

managed to take initiatives in other fields. The Greek Presidency’s priorities were 

materialized during those six months and the results are obvious in the Conclusions of 

the European Councils in March and June. 
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1.1�� ���
�� �	� ��������� 
���� �	 �������� ��� ’90 

 

� 3"
$�.( �.- ( 5+"#4�( � � ��
' 5 ��( 
# �,#)"( ��"� � "��$+# 
2+��
� � � 

	�'3 ��) � 7( 
��� -$� 5  #-!� � 
�$( 
%*
�$( � � '� � �( �+.� $+ �( 

� $� �$� 5( ��
' 5(, .+7( -$" +"#!,�$-'" *-$�� .�"� �"�$�#2���� �  1970   

,$"��
'$�.( ,$!� - ( '� �"  �+.� $+" � $� �$�! .#-"�" -$" � � +# ?+ � -$
'. 

"��! �"$ -$" �$( ,$����)( 
%*
�$( �7� � $� ���7�, .+7( �)%� -)��$ �7#)��#" �"�! �� 

,$!#��$" �7� ,$"+#"-'"��5
�7� + �  ,�-�
"� 
��� �+ -#"9� ��( 	������( � � 

Yaoundé, �  1963, '� ���  + )" #��'): ��"�  $ 
%*
�$( ��( � $�.���"( '� �$( 

"�"+��

.'���( %2#�(.1 �*3"$", � 
# �,#)" � � 	�'3 ��) � $�"� + )�
� �"$ 

,$!9 #�( �+$� $�7�$"�*( "�!-��( �7� � $� ���7� 7( +# ( �$( 
%*
�$( � �( '� �" 

'*
" '":$��( ���'*#7
�( �"$ 3���)7
� ��� �$�.�" ��( 
��� -$��( ,#!
�( � �( 7( 

+# ( � �( + �)��( �7� %7#2� '��2�.  

�
�.
 , � "����$" �)�"$ .�$ � 
# �,#)" � � 	�'3 ��) � �+ �#-2� �7� 

��#7+"8�2� � $� ���7� 4��)��
� '� +�#$ #$
'*�  #.� , *% ��"( ��#)7( 

"#' ,$.����( -#"''"��$"��( �+ 
��#$4�(2, "��! '*
" "+. ')" 
�$#!  $,$")��#" 


�'"��$�2� �4��)4�7� �"� %�#2���� 7( 
�'"��$�.�"� ( ��
'.( � � ��#7+"8� 5 

 $� , '�'"� (.3  �*� $�( �4��)4�$( ��"�   	�'3$3"
'.( � � � �4�'3 5#- �, � 

                                                 
1 ��. 
"- ��!� (, �. – �+�"3 5� (, 	., «� ������")" �����$�� 
# �,#)": � ���!," 
��� 
��#7+"8�� �� ���#7
� �"$  $ �*

�#$( �����$�*( 
# �,#)�( ��( ��», ��,. 
"+":�
�, ����" 
2004, 
��. 16 
2 ���)��
� 7( �#)'��� 
�" +�")
$" � � 	�'3 ��) � ��( ����, 3�. Kollman Ken, “The Rotating 
Presidency of the European Council as a Search for Good Policies”, European Union Politics, vol. 4 
(1), Sage Publications 2003, 
��. 54 
3 � H. Wallace �+ 
��#):�$ .�$ «� 
# �,#)" 7#)'"
� +�#$

.��#  7( "+ �*��
'" �7� "��$,#!
�7� 

�$( �4��)4�$(, +"#! 7( "+ �*��
'" �!+ $"( "�"+# 
"#' -�( � 
�'+��#7
�( �7� 	�����2�», 3�. 
Wallace H., “The Presidency of the Council of Ministers of the EC: Tasks and evolution”, 
�  “The 
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� �7� ' #92� � � 	�'3 ��) � �+ �#-2� �"$ � � *#- � � �(, � �'9!�$
� �7� 

��#7+"8�2� 	�'3 ��)7�, � ��
' �*��
� ��( ��#7+"8��( 
 �$�$��( 	���#-"
)"( 

�"$ � -��$�.��#� "�!+��4� �7� ,$���2� 
%*
�7� ��( � $�.���"(.  

@
 � "9 #! �  	�'3$3"
'. � � � �4�'3 5#- � (�"� �!#$ ( 1966), ��"� *�" 

-�- �.( + � *,7
� �*" 
�'"
)" 
�  #.�  ��( 
# �,#)"( �"�2( �+*�#�+� ��� 

�+"�!��<� �7� ,$"+#"-'"��5
�7� .�"� *�" �#!� ( �+ 
��#$:� .�$ ,$"��3�5 ��"$ 

:7�$�! � � 
�'9*# ��" *7( .� � �+$���%��)  ' 97�)".4 �  
� $%�)  "��. *,7
� �*�( 

,��"�.����( 
��� 
# �,#)" -$" ��� "�!��<� +�#$

.��#7� +#7� 3 ��$2� + � 
� 


��,�"
'. '� ��+� 5( %�$#$
' 5( �" '+ # 5
� �"  ,�-�
�$ 
��� �4�5#�
� 


�'3$3"
�$��( �5
�( �"$ ��� �+)���4�  ' 97�)"(.  

�� 
���%�)", � ,��"��)" � � ’70 �"�*-#"<� + �5 
�'"��$�*( �4��)4�$(, .+7( � 


5
�"
� � � '�%"�$
' 5 ��( ��#7+"8��( 
 �$�$��( 	���#-"
)"( �  1970, � 

,$�5#��
� ��( ��#7+"8��( � $�.���"( '� �#)" �*" '*�� �  1973 (�#��"�)", �"�)", 

�#�"�,)") �"$  $ +��#��"8�*( �#)
�$( (1973, 1974, 1979) + � �)%"� 7( "+ �*��
'" 

��� �'9!�$
� +"-�.
'$"(  $� � '$��( �#)
�( '� �5#$" 
�'+�2'"�" �� � '$
'"�$�� 

"
�!��$" �"$ ��� *4"#
� � � +���7#$
' 5. @�" "��! �" -�- �.�" *�"�"� +$  

"�"-�")" ��� ���#-. "�!'�$4� ��( 
# �,#)"(, $,$")��#" 
�  $� � '$�! �*'"�" + � 

���)�� ��� +�#) ,  ��"� �'9"�� � ",��"')" �+)���4�(  ' 97�)"(.5 �+. ��� !��� 

+���#!, � ,$",$�"
)" ��( ��#7+"8��( 
 �$�$��( 	���#-"
)"( *,7
� $,$")��#  3!# ( 


��� 
# �,#)" �"�2( ��"�   �5#$ ( �+�5��� ( ��
'.( -$" � � 
��� �$
'. �7� 

�47��#$�2� + �$�$�2� �7� �#"�2� '��2�.6  

�+ $ ,�+ �� 
� $%�)  �4*�$4�( ��( �
	 ��)
%�� �$( "#' ,$.����( ��( 
# �,#)"( 

�"�2( ��"� "+2�   #.� ( ��( �+$�# +�(, �9.
 � � �
	 ��"� *�" "'$-2( 

,$"��3�#���$�. 
%�'" (�"$ '*%#$ ��� ��$")" ��#7+"8�� 
#!4� �  1987 ���.( 


�����2�) �"$ ��� .�� ��$� �#-)" � � "�*�"3"�  $ ,$"��3�#���$� ) ��
' ) '� 

�+$��9"�� 9�
$�! ��� 
# �,#)". 	�" ��)'��" + � +# 
,$.#$
"� �� ��$� �#-)" � � 

'�%"�$
' 5 ��( �
	 �)�"$ � �$"��#�4� � � � �4�'3 5#- � (���23#$ ( 1970), � 

                                                                                                                                            
Presidency of the European Council of Ministers”, edited by O’ Nuallain C., Groom Helm, London 
1985, 
��. 2 
4
�#$

.��#" -$" �  	�'3$3"
'. � � � �4�'3 5#- � 3�. 	��9!� �, �. �., «��#7+"8�� 
�� ���#7
�, �.' ( �1: ���$�! & ��
'$�! �"#"���#$
�$�! '��! �  &'
��#��"'», 4� 
��"��7#�'*�� =�, 
�, ��,: ���. �. 	!�� ��", ����"-� ' ���� 1999, 
��. 15-19  
5 ��.  . +., 
��. 22-28 
6 ��. �7"��$'),�(, 
. �., «� � $�� �47��#$�� 
 �$�$�� �"$ 
 �$�$�� �
9!��$"( ��( ��#7+"8��( 
=�7
�(: ���$��)'�� , 
# 3��'"�", 
#  +�$�*(», 
�  «�$
"-7-� 
�$( ��#7+"8�*( 	+ �,*(, �.' ( 
�1: �
� #)" – ��
' ) – �)�"$ », �+$': �. 	��9!� � – �#. ;"� 5# ( – �. �#$
� , ��),�(, ��,: �. 
	$,*#�(, ����" 2001, 
��. 575  
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(���23#$ ( 1981), .+ � ��� +): ��"$  $ +# 
+!��$�( ��)
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�( ��( 
# �,#)"( 
� � 

+ �5 ��")
���  � '*" ��( + �$�$��( 
���#-"
)"(.7 

 =�" !��  
� $%�)  + � ���.�
� ��� 
# �,#)" ��"� � ��
' �*��
� 7( 

��#7+"8�. 	�'3 5�$  ��( �$!
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��3�#��
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���,#)"
� -$" +#2�� 9 #! �  ���*'3#$  � � 

1969 
�� �!-�, �+"�"��9���� 
�  
"#)
$ � � ���23#$  � � 1972, 
��� � +�-%!-� 

�  ���*'3#$  � � 1973 �"$ 
�  
"#)
$ �  ���*'3#$  � � 1974, .+ �  $ 


���,#$!: ���( 
�'92��
"� �" 
��*#% ��"$ � ��!%$
� � �#�$( 9 #*( �  %#.�  
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+�")
$" ��.( ��
' 5 + � "+ �!��
"� ��#7+"8�. 	�'3 5�$ .8 � �* ( "��.( ��
'.( 

"� �"$ ���!%���� 
�$( 	������(9 "#���! "#-.��#", +"#.�’ "��! *,7
� �*�( 

,��"�.����( 
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$" '$"( ,$!
��<�( � #�9�( �" '+ # 5
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� '*# ( � � �4��$

.'�� � #.� � ��( 
# �,#)"(.  

�+. +���#!( +#7� -�� 5( ,$�") �, �.
  � 	������ -$" ��� ),#�
� ��( ����, 

(
"#)
$, 18 �+#$�) � 1951), .
  �"$  $ 	������( -$" ��� ),#�
� ��( ��� �"$ ��( 

���� (�2'�, 25 �"#�) � 1957) ,�� +# 
*,$,"�  �
$"
�$�*( "#' ,$.����( 
��� 


# �,#)". � 	������ � � 
"#$
$ 5 +# *3��+� ��� !
��
� ��( 
# �,#)"( -$" �#�$( 

'���(, ��2  $ 	������( ��( �2'�( "54�
"� �� ,$!#��$! ��( 
� *4$ '���(. � 
�$#! '� 

���  + )" �" �#!�� '*�� "�"�!'3"�"� ��� 
# �,#)" �"� #)
���� "�9"3��$�! "� 

�"$ "#���! "#-.��#" �  �#$��#$  "��. ,$"9 # + $�����.  
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$�. ��)'��  -$" �" +�")
$" �)��
�( ��( 
# �,#)"( �)�"$   «�"� �$
'.( � � 

	�'3 ��) �»10, + � �$ �������� �  1979 3!
�$ � � !#�# � 5 ��( 	������( +�#) 

$,#5
�7( ��$") � 	�'3 ��) � �"$ �+$�# +�(. 	5'97�" '� �$( ,$"�!4�$( � � 

�"� �$
' 5, � +# �,#�5 �
" %2#", �+ 
��#$:.'��� "+. �� ���$�� �#"''"��)" � � 

	�'3 ��) �, "�"�!'3"�� '��"45 !��7�, �� 
5-��$
� �7� 
���,#$!
�7� �"$ � � 
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�#$

.��#" -$" ��� +#. ,  + � �+*9�#"� �" ��)'��" "��! 
�  ��
'. ��( 
# �,#)"( '*
" 
�" 
+�")
$" ��( �
	 3�, Wallace, �.,  . +., 
��. 8-10  
8 ��. 	��9!� �, �. �.,  «��#7+"8�� �� ���#7
�», �.' ( �1, 
��. 155-156 
9 �� �  !#�#  4 	�� +# 3�*+��"$ .�$: «�  ��#7+"8�. 	�'3 5�$  
�-����#2��$ � �( �#%�- 5( 
�#"�2� � ��3�#��
�7� �7� �#"�2� '��2� �"$ � � 
#.�,#  ��( �+$�# +�(,  $  + ) $ �+$� �# 5��"$ 

�  *#-  � �( "+. � �( �+ �#- 5( �47��#$�2� �7� �#"�2� '��2� �"$ *�" '*� ( ��( �+$�# +�(. �  
��#7+"8�. 	�'3 5�$  
��*#%��"$ � ��!%$
� � ,5  9 #*( � � %#.� , �+. ��� 
# �,#)" � � �#%�- 5 
�#!� �( � ��3�#��
�7( � � �#!� �( '*� �( + � "
��) ��� +# �,#)" � � 	�'3 ��) �».  
10 ��. �"-�.-� �,, 
. �., «�"
$�� � ' ��
)" ��#7+"8� 5 � $� �$� 5 ,$�") �», � '. �, ��,: 
	!�� ��"(, ����"-� ' ���� 1986, 
��. 375-380 
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'. �7� ��'!�7� ��( �'�#�
$"( ,$!�"4�(, �� ,$�5���
� �7� �#-"
$2� � � 

	�'3 ��) �, � � COREPER �"$ �7�  '!,7� �#-"
)"(, ��� �+ -#"9� �--#!97� �"$ 
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� �7� "+ 9!
�7�, ��� ��+# 
2+�
� �"$ ,$"
5�,�
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#$� ��� �+ -#"9� ��( ��$")"( ��#7+"8��( 
#!4�( �  1986 (�*���� 
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%5 � � 

� 5�$  � � 1987) *% �'� �� ,$�5#��
� �7� ��#7+"8�2� � $� ���7� +# ( �  �.�  

(���!," �  1981, �
+"�)" �"$ 
 #� -"�)" �  1986). �$ �*�( "��*( %2#�( 
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)"( "
��)�"$ "+. �  �<��. 	�'3"��.'��  �*# ( + � "
��) ��� +# �,#)" 

� � 	�'3 ��) � �7� ��#7+"8�2� � $� ���7�». 
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